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Gun Control Laws: Opinion of the Enforcers 

 America is defined under The Constitution and its amendments. “A well regulated militia 

being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms 

shall not be infringed;” The Second Amendment to The Constitution, Today more than ever, is 

under-fire. Politicians believe we need stricter gun laws, while some citizens believe more laws 

will only affect those who abide by the law. With all the talk, do we really need more gun 

control laws? What is the opinion of those who will be charged with enforcing the new laws, 

and what is their view on armed citizens? 

 First let’s take a look at some facts from past gun control acts. As of 2010 an estimated 

45% of American households had at least one firearm (justfacts.com). In 1976, the Washington, 

D.C. City Council passed a law that prohibited its residents from possessing handguns, and that 

all guns kept privately in homes had to be unloaded and temporarily inoperable—i.e. trigger 

lock, or disassembled. From the time the law passed to 1986 the homicide rate stayed at an 

average of  between 20-30 per 100,000 people, however  over the next 10 years, the homicide 

rate almost immediately jumped an astounding ~73%. In Chicago we see similar trends with 

their gun bans, in the same period of time. Is it safe to say that banning guns has no effect on 

stopping the crimes to which they are associated with?  
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One of the biggest issues for gun control is limiting the number of rounds one can have 

in a magazine. On January 15th, 2013, New York  passed The SAFE Act , which limits the number 

of rounds in a magazine to just 7, as well as introducing additional requirements for reporting 

mental health status. Previously the limit was 10 rounds. Norman Seabrook, president of the 

correction officers union in New York, states:  

As a law enforcement officer for over 20 years, I understand the importance of 

instituting a new policy on mandating the limits of bullets that a regular citizen 

can possess, but as a matter of fact the bad guys are not going to follow this law. 

The way the current legislation is drafted, it actually handcuffs the law 

enforcement community from having the necessary ammunition needed to save 

lives; (…) We must not allow this to happen (huffingtonpost.com). 

This statement emerges from the outcry of retired New York City police officers, where 

the weapons they were issued on duty had now become contraband. It would seem that even 

though the idea of limiting ammunition capacity is great, we have to recognize that those 

committing the crimes, are already not adhering to the law. 

Limiting the amount of ammunition one can carry seems absolutely ludicrous. Those 

who want to shoot and shoot will simply obtain more magazines, speed loaders etc. The fact 

that New York has placed a ban on these things and preventing those who have served the 

state and its communities responsibly is outrageous.  
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President Obama released the same theory in his plan for gun control; he wants to limit 

the number of rounds in any weapon, ban the sale of military style weapons, and institute more 

required background checks for those attempting to purchase a gun. On Wednesday, April 17th, 

the vote to proceed with the first of nine amendments was rejected by the senate with a vote 

of 54, six short of the 60 required for passing. Senator Rand Paul said this after the ruling: 

“None of the proposals really would have addressed the tragedy [at Sandy Hook]” (Viser, Jan, 

Edwards BostonGlobe.com). 

 The next issue is, should citizens be armed, and does that in itself present a potential 

threat to the police?  Retired Sgt. Betsy Smith, of a large Chicago suburban police department 

wrote an article entitled “Cops and Armed Citizens” (Smith policelink.com). In the article Smith 

talks about how proud she is to be able to defend herself by carrying concealed weapons. 

Although she states most the time she was in the company of other armed off duty police 

officers, she spent time thinking about whether the ordinary citizen should “bear arms” or not.  

On October 16, 1991, Luby’s Cafeteria in Killeen, Texas was under attack. A man by the 

name of George Hennard drove his truck through the front door, shot and killed 23 people, and 

injuring another 20. “He’d been able to reload several times before police could arrive, and 

there were no armed citizens to challenge him” (Smith policelink.com). At this time Smith, now 

a patrol sergeant, started to revisit her stance on citizens being armed. At the time of the 

shooting Texas Law forbid citizens from carrying handguns, and the serious crime rate was 38% 

above the national average. After the shooting Texas passes a CCW (conceal carry weapons) 

permit law and the crime rate dropped 50% faster than the nation as a whole. Unlike Texas, 
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Illinois still prohibited CCW and was averaging 20-40 shootings on a weekend. “Who’s got the 

guns?” Smith Asks, “The cops and the bad guys.” So it would seem that all the gun laws you 

could think of won’t stop those who intend to do harm from attaining weapons, and hinders 

those who need to protect themselves from doing so. “I am now a firm advocate of well-

trained, well-armed civilians.” 

What challenges does having well armed citizens present to police? I interviewed 

several civilians about the matter. Some of the interviews are criminal justice students, others 

just have strong opinions. J. Ward, a criminal justice student is for the well armed citizen. 

“Allowing citizens to have guns can result in an occasional ‘shootout’ or mass Killings as seen in 

Aurora Colorado.. [but] Not every gun owning citizen will follow in Holmes' footsteps.” Ward 

explains the same facts found in the text book Criminal Justice In Action: “Gun control laws do 

not decrease crime, for the simple reason that someone who is going to commit a gun crime is 

probably going to obtain that firearm illegally” (Gains, Miller 27). Again we go back to how 

these people are obtaining the weapons they are using for the shootings. 

As discussed in class, armed citizens could also be mistaken for an active shooter when 

the police arrive; this could make it difficult for police to accurately investigate a crime scene.  

In 2007 there was a mass shooting here in our backyard of Utah, Trolley Square. A man named 

Sulejman Talović was able to shoot and kill 5 bystanders before being shot and killed himself. 

An off duty police officer with Ogden city took it upon himself to stop Talović, along with other 

Salt Lake City officers. If it weren’t for the off duty officer deciding to act, more people may 

have been killed. 



Parker 5 
 

It is true that anyone with a gun can do harm. It is also true that anyone who wishes to 

do harm, will find a way to do so. Recently the Boston marathon was attacked by a bomber. 

What does this have to do with gun control? This act serves to prove the point that it is not the 

guns causing the violence; it is the people with intentions to hurt others. And though our hearts 

go out to those involved in the bombing, we have to ask why this occurred and make a step 

toward helping those who would be likely to commit such acts of violence. 

In my opinion, more gun laws restricting ownership hinder my ability to keep me and my 

family safe from harm. As a law abiding citizen I have every right to defend myself, and 

whomever I choose in whatever means is necessary, by whoever poses a threat. I do agree that 

we need to figure out a way to stop guns from getting into the hands of criminals, who are no 

doubt obtaining them illegally. The biggest problem I find is that anyone can sell anyone a gun 

privately without background checks, or paperwork. I feel that should be abolished, any firearm 

transaction should be monitored and documented. Polls have shown that 90% of Americans 

support a strong system of background checks (Viser, Jan, Edwards BostonGlobe.com). I also 

believe there needs to be a national gun registration list that is completely private and only 

accessible by warrant of the court. Implementing these things will be at a cost, all current 

owners will have to register their weapons and that puts a huge work load on the ATF (Alcohol, 

Tobacco, and Firearms Bureau), who would be charged with maintaining the list. Since the 

budget seems out of the question for this Administration, The House, and The Senate, we can 

expect this to fail as it did. Everyone wants a solution, but no one wants to pay for the solution. 
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A lot of media surrounding gun violence has been a major issue for those fighting 

against gun control. The case is that the media is only showing the bad side of guns, and 

reporting on the basis that guns are 100% bad and should be outlawed. I recall reading an 

article that was never nationally circulated; it was about a man who intended to shoot his 

girlfriend and anyone else in the area. Luckily an armed citizen was able to stop him before he 

was able to seriously injure anyone. Since this never made national news the story has proved 

difficult to find, and at the time I am unable to cite a reliable source. 

Police agree that stricter gun laws won’t necessarily reduce the violent crime rate. But 

those who choose to carry must know how to react to police, and police must know how to 

react to those who choose to carry. People must know that choosing to carry a firearm is a 

privilege, and a responsibility. Just like a commercial truck driver must have more skills, 

knowledge and training to be the best driver possible, a gun owner must make special effort to 

train for situations that may warrant the use of their weapon. The most important part of gun 

ownership is to be responsible. 

In conclusion we need more gun control, but not in the form of controlling those who 

have them. Those in charge of enforcing new laws agree that new laws alone will not reduce 

gun crime. We need to control how we obtain them. As has been said before criminals will not 

follow any laws we put in place, therefore they become counterproductive. Citizens should be 

well armed, and well trained on how and when to use the weapon. Police cannot defend us 

until they arrive, so we must be allowed to defend ourselves. At the same time that does not 

always mean deadly force with a firearm, anything can be deadly when used in a threatening 
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fashion. As the saying goes “guns don’t kill people, people kill people.” Citizens should be well 

armed, and well trained on how and when to use the weapon. 
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